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Neurocircuitry of Developmental Differences in Social and Repetitive Behaviors: 

MRI, fMRI and TMS Studies

PURPOSE

This study uses functional brain imaging and noninvasive brain stimulation techniques to study the brain basis of developmental disorders. Functional magnetic resonance imaging (fMRI) and transcranial magnetic stimulation (TMS) will be used to study the neurocircuitry of certain symptom clusters in developmental disorders

STUDY DESIGN

Subjects with Autism, Asperger’s Syndrome, and pervasive developmental disorder - not otherwise specified will be compared to healthy controls using a panel of neuropsychological tests, fMRI, and TMS.  The fMRI paradigm is a passive task requiring the subject to watch a short series of films in the scanner.  The form of TMS used in this study is low frequency TMS, which is minimal risk.  
Volunteers should be between the ages of 18-35 and will receive a compensation of $15/hour plus $15 per procedure.
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